Imipramine-induced hyperpigmentation: a case report and review of the literature.
Imipramine-induced hyperpigmentation is rare with only 13 cases reported in the literature to date. We report a 64-year-old female who presented with blue-gray discoloration on her face present for 4-5 years. The patient's medications included imipramine for depression for approximately 23 years. Physical examination revealed slate-gray hyperpigmented discrete and coalescing macules of the malar cheeks and the bilateral temples and periorbitally. She also had diffuse gray pigmentation of the bilateral dorsal hands. Histologic examination revealed an unremarkable epidermis with golden-brown round globules clustered in the superficial dermis, which stained strongly positive with a Fontana-Masson stain. Prussian blue stain for hemosiderin was negative. A diagnosis of imipramine-induced hyperpigmentation was made. Imipramine-induced hyperpigmentation as well as a detailed review of drug-induced hyperpigmentation is discussed.